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this compelling collection of interviews by critic grinberg examines the unique career of
the writer director david cronenberg who created such commercial sci fi horror hits as
scanners and the fly while simultaneously stretching the envelope of popular cinema

from his early horror movies including scanners videodrome rabid and the fly with their
exploding heads mutating sex organs rampaging parasites and scientists turning into
insects to his inventive adaptations of books by william burroughs naked lunch don
delillo cosmopolis and bruce wagner maps to the stars canadian director david
cronenberg b 1943 has consistently dramatized the struggle between the aspirations of
the mind and the messy realities of the flesh i think of human beings as a strange
mixture of the physical and the non physical and both of these things have their say at
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every moment we re alive says cronenberg my films are some kind of strange
metaphysical passion play moving deftly between genre and arthouse filmmaking and
between original screenplays and literary adaptations cronenberg s work is thematically
consistent and marked by a rigorous intelligence a keen sense of humor and a fearless
engagement with the nature of human existence he has been exploring the most primal
themes since the beginning of his career and continues to probe them with growing
maturity and depth cronenberg s work has drawn the interest of some of the most
intelligent contemporary film critics and the fifteen interviews in this volume feature
remarkably in depth and insightful conversations with such acclaimed writers as amy
taubin gary indiana david breskin dennis lim richard porton gavin smith and more the
pieces herein reveal cronenberg to be one of the most articulate and deeply
philosophical directors now working and they comprise an essential companion to an
endlessly provocative and thoughtful body of work

this volume was first published by inter disciplinary press in 2014 the body is unveiled
not as a terra incognita but as terra to be rediscovered the authors whose diverse
origins echo the multiple media used to convey their ideas establish a link between
bodily metamorphosis and psychological fissures the body is a locus of paradoxes
deformed infected monstrosized or negated but at the same time fascinating intimate
or sensual here readers will open the door of disruption they will explore the flesh or the
inner processes of the body the idea of its degeneration even its perception as a gaping
wound the authors in this volume question the very notion of identity as they embark on
a journey to reflect on the self life itself is a shapeshifting dance we unknowingly join in
its myriad of colours and moves

canadian film director david cronenberg has long been a figure of artistic acclaim and
public controversy bursting into view with a trio of shocking horror films in the 1970s
cronenberg s work has become increasingly complex in its sensibilities and inward
looking in its concerns and themes this trajectory culminates in the multiplex successes
of his most recent films which appear to conclude a straightforward evolutionary arc
that begins in the cold outside of shock horror and arrives in the warm embrace of
commercial and critical success scott wilson argues persuasively that cronenberg s
career can be divided into broad thematic stages and instead offers a complex
examination of the relationship between three inter related terms the director as auteur
the industry that support or denies commercial opportunity and the audience who
receive interpret and support or decry the vision represented on screen the politics of
insects provides an opportunity to explore cronenberg s films in relation to each other in
terms of their thematic continuity and in terms of their relationship to industrial
concerns and audience responses

in this edited collection of essays ten experts in film philosophy explore the importance
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of transcendence for understanding cinema as an art form they analyze the role of
transcendence for some of the most innovative film directors david cronenberg karl
theodor dreyer federico fellini werner herzog stanley kubrick david lynch terrence
malick yasujiro ozu and martin scorsese meanwhile they apply concepts of
transcendence from continental philosophers like alain badiou gilles deleuze martin
heidegger michel henry edmund husserl karl jaspers sgren kierkegaard maurice
merleau ponty friedrich nietzsche and jean paul sartre each of the ten chapters results
in a different perspective about what transcendence means and how it is essential to
film as an art medium several common threads emerge among the chapters the
contributors find that the limitations of human existence are frequently made evident in
moments of transcendence so as to bring characters to the margins of their assumed
world at other times transcendence goes immanent so as to emerge in experiences of
the surprising nearness of being as though for a radical intensification of life film can
also exhibit ciphers of transcendence whereby symbolic events open us to greater
realizations about our place in the world lastly the contributors observe that
transcendence occurs in film not simply from isolated moments forced into a storyline
but in a manner rooted within an ontological rhythm peculiar to the film itself

award winning author david | pike offers a unique focus on the crucial quarter century in
canadian filmmaking when the industry became a viable force on the international
stage pike provides a lively personal and accessible history of the most influential
filmmakers and movements of both anglo canadian and quebecois cinema from popular
movies to art film and everything in between along with in depth studies of key
directors including david cronenberg patricia rozema and denys arcand jean claude
lauzon robert lepage |éa pool atom egoyan and guy maddin canadian cinema since the
1980s reflects on major themes and genres and explores the regional and cultural
diversity of the period pike positions canadian filmmaking at the frontlines of a profound
cinematic transformation in the age of global media and presents fresh perspectives on
both its local and international contexts making a significant advance in the study of the
film industry of the period canadian cinema since the 1980s is also an ideal text for
students researchers and canadian film enthusiasts

david cronenberg s a history of violence the lead title in the new canadian cinema series
presents readers with a lively study of some of the filmmaker s favourite themes
violence concealment transformation sex and guilt

creatively spent and politically irrelevant the american horror film is a mere ghost of its
former self or so goes the old saw from fans and scholars alike taking on this
undeserved reputation the contributors to this collection provide a comprehensive look
at a decade of cinematic production covering a wide variety of material from the last
ten years with a clear critical eye individual essays profile the work of up and coming
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director alexandre aja and reassess william malone s much maligned feardotcom in the
light of the torture debate at the end of president george w bush s administration other
essays look at the economic social and formal aspects of the genre the globalization of
the us film industry the alleged escalation of cinematic violence and the massive
commercial popularity of the remake some essays examine specific subgenres from the
teenage horror flick to the serial killer film and the spiritual horror film as well as the
continuing relevance of classic directors such as george a romero david cronenberg
john landis and stuart gordon essays deliberate on the marketing of nostalgia and its
concomitant aesthetic and on the curiously schizophrenic perspective of fans who
happen to be scholars as well taken together the contributors to this collection make a
compelling case that american horror cinema is as vital creative and thought provoking
as it ever was

horror cinema flourishes in times of ideological crisis and national trauma the great
depression the cold war the vietham era post 9 11 and this critical text argues that a
succession of filmmakers working in horror from james whale to jen and sylvia soska
have used the genre and the shock value it affords to challenge the status quo during
these times spanning the decades from the 1930s onward it examines the work of
producers and directors as varied as george a romero pete walker michael reeves
herman cohen wes craven and brian yuzna and the ways in which films like frankenstein
1931 cat people 1942 the woman 2011 and american mary 2012 can be considered
subversive

each entry contains information lists of cast and crew a select bibliography and an
essay by a specialist in the field many include a still shot

films include back to the future conan the destroyer the dead zone and videodrome
directed by david cronenberg highlander the james bond series the lost boys a
nightmare on elm street directed by wes craven

contains over two thousand entries arranged alphabetically within four volumes that
provide information about significant films actors and actresses directors and writers
and production artists in north american british and west european cinematic history
includes photographs and indexes

the ninth edition of a short history of the movies continues the tradition scrupulously
accurate in its details up to date free of jargon that has made it the most widely
adopted textbook for college courses in film history and now includes a fresh look at
persistence of vision and a new chapter on digital cinema this volume offers students a
panoramic overview of the worldwide development of film from the first movements
captured on celluloid to the early mack sennett and charlie chaplin shorts through the
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studio heyday of the 1930s and 1940s and the hollywood renaissance of the 1960s and
1970s to the pictures and their technology appearing in the multiplexes and living
rooms of today this new edition which has been revised and rewritten to reflect current
scholarship recent industry developments and new films and filmmakers represents an
accurate scrupulous updating of a classic
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