
Wong Kar Wai

Wong Kar-WaiWong Kar-wai's Happy TogetherWong Kar-waiA Companion
to Wong Kar-waiArtist Poetics: Wong Kar WaiContemporary Film
DirectorsWong Kar-WaiThe World of Wong Kar - WaiWKW: The Cinema of
Wong Kar WaiWong Kar-waiWong Kar-waiWong Kar-wai's Ashes of
TimeThe Cinema of Wong Kar Wai: Chinese and Western Culture
Differences in Narrative CinemasTête-bêcheThe Sensuous Cinema of
Wong Kar-waiWorld of Wong Kar WaiA Companion to Wong Kar-waiA
Companion to Wong Kar-WaiRemixing Wong Kar-waiWong Kar Wai
Stephen Teo Jeremy Tambling Silver Wai-ming Lee Martha P. Nochimson
Annelien Leenders Peter Brunette Leonardo Gliatta Suzanne Meynen Wong
Kar Wai Jean-Marc Lalanne Silvio Alovisio Wimal Dissanayake Mengyang
Cui Kar-wai Wong Gary Bettinson Wong Kar Wai Martha P. Nochimson
Samatho kally Giorgio Biancorosso Jean-Marc Lalanne
Wong Kar-Wai Wong Kar-wai's Happy Together Wong Kar-wai A
Companion to Wong Kar-wai Artist Poetics: Wong Kar Wai Contemporary
Film Directors Wong Kar-Wai The World of Wong Kar - Wai WKW: The
Cinema of Wong Kar Wai Wong Kar-wai Wong Kar-wai Wong Kar-wai's
Ashes of Time The Cinema of Wong Kar Wai: Chinese and Western Culture
Differences in Narrative Cinemas Tête-bêche The Sensuous Cinema of
Wong Kar-wai World of Wong Kar Wai A Companion to Wong Kar-wai A
Companion to Wong Kar-Wai Remixing Wong Kar-wai Wong Kar Wai
Stephen Teo Jeremy Tambling Silver Wai-ming Lee Martha P. Nochimson
Annelien Leenders Peter Brunette Leonardo Gliatta Suzanne Meynen Wong
Kar Wai Jean-Marc Lalanne Silvio Alovisio Wimal Dissanayake Mengyang
Cui Kar-wai Wong Gary Bettinson Wong Kar Wai Martha P. Nochimson
Samatho kally Giorgio Biancorosso Jean-Marc Lalanne

this study of hong kong cult director wong kar wai provides an overview of
his  career  and  in  depth  analysis  of  his  seven  feature  films  to  date  teo
probes  wong  s  cinematic  and  literary  influences  from martin  scorsese  to
haruki murakami yet shows how wong transcends them all

wong  kar  wai  s  controversial  film  happy  together  was  released  in  hong
kong  just  before  the  handover  of  power  in  1997  the  film  shows  two
chinese  gay  men  in  buenos  aires  and  reflects  on  hong  kong  s  past  and
future by probing masculinity aggression identity and homosexuality it
also gives a reading of latin america perhaps as an allegory of hong kong
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as another post colonial  society examining one single memorable and
beautiful film but placing it in the context of other films by wong kar wai
and other hong kong directors this book illustrates the depth as well as the
spectacle  and  action  that  characterizes  hong  kong  cinema  tambling
investigates the possibility of seeing happy together in terms of national
allegory as fredric jameson suggests third world texts should be seen
alternatively  he  emphasizes  the  fragmentary  nature  of  the  film  by
discussing both its images and its narrative in the light of borges and
manuel  puig  he  also  looks  at  the  film  s  relation  to  the  american  road
movie and to the history of the tango he poses questions how emotions
are presented in the film is this a nostalgia film whether the masculinity in
it should be seen negatively or as signs of a new hopefulness about hong
kong  s  future  and  whether  the  film  indicates  new  ways  of  thinking  of
gender  relationships  or  sexuality

fans and critics alike perceive wong kar wai b 1958 as an enigma his dark
glasses his nonlinear narrations and his high expectations for actors all
contribute to an assumption that he only makes art for a few high brow
critics however wong s interviews show this hong kong auteur is candid
about the art of filmmaking even surprising his interlocutors by suggesting
his  films  are  commercial  and  made  for  a  popular  audience  wong  s
achievements  nevertheless  feel  like  art  house  cinema  his  third  film
chungking express introduced him to a global audience captivated by the
quick  and  quirky  editing  style  his  cannes  award  winning  films  happy
together  and  in  the  mood  for  love  confirmed  an  audience  beyond  the
greater chinese market his latest film the grandmaster depicts the life of a
kung fu master by breaking away from the martial arts genre in each of
these films wong kar wai s signature style experimental emotive character
driven and timeless remains apparent throughout this volume includes
interviews  that  appear  in  english  for  the  first  time  including  some  that
appeared in hong kong magazines now out of print the interviews cover
every  feature  film  from  wong  s  debut  as  tears  go  by  to  his  2013  the
grandmaster

with 25 essays that embrace a wide spectrum of topics and perspectives
including intertextuality transnationality gender representation repetition
the use of music color and sound depiction of time and space in human
affairs  and  wong  s  highly  original  portrayal  of  violence  a  companion  to
wong kar wai is a singular examination of the prestigious filmmaker known
around the world  for  the innovation beauty and passion he brings to
filmmaking brings together the most cutting edge in depth and interesting
scholarship  on  arguably  the  greatest  living  asian  filmmaker  from  a
multinational  group  of  established  and  rising  film  scholars  and  critics
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covers a huge breadth of topics such as the tradition of the jianghu in
wong s films queering wong s films not in terms of gender but through the
artist  s  liminality  the  phenomenological  wong  wong  s  intertextuality
america through wong s  eyes the optics  of  intensities  thresholds and
transfers of energy in wong s cinema and the diasporic presence of some
ladies from shanghai in wong s hong kong examines the political historical
and  sociological  influence  of  wong  and  his  work  and  discusses  his  work
from a variety of perspectives including modern post modern postcolonial
and queer theory includes two appendices which examine wong s work in
hong kong television and commercials

wong kar wai traces this immensely exciting director s perennial themes of
time  love  and  loss  and  examines  the  political  implications  of  his  films
especially concerning the handover of former british colony hong kong to
the  people  s  republic  of  china  this  book  is  the  first  in  any  language  to
cover  all  of  wong  s  work  from  his  first  film  as  tears  go  by  to  his  most
recent the still  unreleased 2046 it also includes his best known highly
honored  films  chungking  express  happy  together  and  above  all  in  the
mood for  love most  importantly  peter  brunette describes the ways in
which  wong  s  supremely  visual  films  attempt  to  create  a  new  form  of
cinema by relying on stunning suggestive visual images and audio tracks
to tell their story rather than on traditional notions of character dialogue
and plot the question of wong kar wai s use of genre film techniques in art
films is also explored in depth

this is a reading of three films by wong kar wai through the philosophy of
cosmopolitanism and the poetry of his work happy together 1997 in the
mood for love 2000 and 2046 2004 will each be discussed in relation to a
specific term namely travel identity and utopia these films are analysed by
content and form each with a different form respectively colour music and
time place this  thesis  is  about  wongs personal  style  and imagery his
working methods and shooting processes it is an attempt to capture the
mood  and  essence  of  these  films  insofar  possible  within  its  range  the
question  of  how involved wong is  with  cosmopolitanism is  raised but
proves  difficult  to  answer  because  the  divide  between  cosmopolitanism
multiculturalism  and  globalism  is  so  thin  and  vaguely  sketched  the
conclusion  in  short  is  that  wong  is  definitely  unique  among  hong  kong
based directors and is in some sort a multiculturalist cosmopolitanist who
can provoke emotion and mood with a smooth balance between different
cultural influences

the  long  awaited  retrospective  from  the  internationally  renowned  film
director  celebrated  for  his  visually  lush  and  atmospheric  films  wong  kar
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wai  is  known  for  his  romantic  and  stylish  films  that  explore  in  saturated
cinematic scenes themes of love longing and the burden of memory his
style reveals a fascination with mood and texture and a sense of place
figures  prominently  in  this  volume  the  first  on  his  entire  body  of  work
wong kar wai and writer john powers explore wong s complete oeuvre in
the locations of some of his most famous scenes the book is structured as
six  conversations  between  powers  and  wong  each  in  a  different  locale
including the restaurant where he shot in the mood for love and the snack
bar where he shot chungking express discussing each of wong s eleven
films  the  conversations  also  explore  wong  s  trademark  themes  of  time
nostalgia and beauty and their roots in his personal life this first book by
wong kar wai lavishly illustrated with more than 250 photographs and film
stills and featuring an opening critical essay by powers wkw the cinema of
wong kar wei is as evocative as walking into one of wong s lush films

figure de proue d un nouveau cinéma venu de hong kong wong kar wai qui
a reçu en 1997 le prix de la mise en scène pour son film happy together s
est imposé avec un cinéma d auteur en faisant chanceler les bases d un
cinéma héroïque local basé sur la comédie et le kung fu

ashes of time by the internationally acclaimed director wong kar wai has
been considered to be one of the most complex and self reflexive of hong
kong films loosely based on the stories by renowned martial arts novelist
jin yong wong kar wai has created a very different kind of martial arts film
which invites close and sustained study this book presents the nature and
significance of  ashes of  time and the reasons for its  being regarded as a
landmark  in  hong  kong  cinema  placing  the  film  in  historical  and  cultural
context dissanayake discusses its vision imagery visual style and narrative
structure in particular he focuses on the themes of mourning confession
fantasy and kung fu movies which enable the reader to gain a deeper and
more comprehensive understanding of the film

wong kar wai is  one of the most famous chinese directors in modern
filmdom the cinema of wong kar wai is important 20th century cinema in
90 s hong kong society which was in a post industrial and post colonial
situation in  this  paper  i  have chosen four  of  wong s  films as  tears  go by
1988 happy together 1997 in the mood for love 2000 and compared them
respectively with american and british films mean streets 1973 brokeback
mountain  2005  and  brief  encounter  1945  with  similar  themes  these
comparisons will  be used in order to explore the spiritual tendency of
wong s cinema and to discover its meanings within the context of chinese
culture in addition the aim will be to demonstrate the methods of imitation
reproduction  and  the  mixing  up  of  genres  that  are  wong  kar  wai  s
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aesthetic strategy which helped him to express his particular thematic
stylistic characteristics and establish his unique auteur status

the  widely  acclaimed  films  of  wong  kar  wai  are  characterized  by  their
sumptuous yet complex visual and sonic style bettinson argues that wong
s films from days of being wild and chungking express to in the mood for
love and the grandmaster are permeated by an aesthetic of sensuousness
and  disturbance  achieved  through  techniques  such  as  narrative
disruptions jarring cuts the blocking of facial access and other complex
strategies  the  effect  is  to  jolt  the  viewer  out  of  complete  aesthetic
absorption this tenth anniversary edition of the sensuous cinema of wong
kar wai includes a substantial new afterword bringing the story of wong s
career  up  to  date  including  reflections  on  the  mainland  chinese  drama
blossoms shanghai bettinson revisits and extends the arguments of the
first  edition  surveys  the  recent  key  debates  on  wong  s  filmmaking  and
introduces fresh lines of critical investigation gary bettinson s sensuous
cinema of wong kar wai is a major step forward in our understanding of
this director bettinson scrutinizes wong s unique place in world film culture
his  unusual  production  methods  and  his  debts  to  several  cinematic
traditions both asian and european a close examination of wong s style
shows  in  unprecedented  depth  how  these  lyrical  apparently  loosely
constructed  films  are  underpinned  by  a  strong  formal  and  emotional
coherence  the  result  is  an  unequaled  study  of  a  filmmaker  whose  work
from  as  tears  go  by  to  the  grandmaster  has  redefined  contemporary
cinema david bordwell university of wisconsin madison seldom has the
sensuous been subjected to such a scientifically rigorous and yet moving
account as gary bettinson s analysis of wong kar wai chapter by chapter
the logic of specific choices underpinning wong s cinema produces a sense
of revelation perfectly complementing the intense pleasures of watching
the  films  in  this  second  edition  bettinson  focuses  on  the  actor  s  work  a
stroke of genius for understanding an oeuvre where body language and
gesture are so crucial chris berry king s college london in this essential
study  of  acclaimed  filmmaker  wong  kar  wai  gary  bettinson  exquisitely
captures  the  director  s  cinematic  sensorium  and  digs  deep  below  a
seductive visual surface to uncover a creative roughness that disturbs
narrative and generic expectations three cheers for this updated edition
gina marchetti author of citing china politics postmodernism and world
cinema

with 25 essays that embrace a wide spectrum of topics and perspectives
including intertextuality transnationality gender representation repetition
the use of music color and sound depiction of time and space in human
affairs  and  wong  s  highly  original  portrayal  of  violence  a  companion  to
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wong kar wai is a singular examination of the prestigious filmmaker known
around the world  for  the innovation beauty and passion he brings to
filmmaking brings together the most cutting edge in depth and interesting
scholarship  on  arguably  the  greatest  living  asian  filmmaker  from  a
multinational  group  of  established  and  rising  film  scholars  and  critics
covers a huge breadth of topics such as the tradition of the jianghu in
wong s films queering wong s films not in terms of gender but through the
artist  s  liminality  the  phenomenological  wong  wong  s  intertextuality
america through wong s  eyes the optics  of  intensities  thresholds and
transfers of energy in wong s cinema and the diasporic presence of some
ladies from shanghai in wong s hong kong examines the political historical
and  sociological  influence  of  wong  and  his  work  and  discusses  his  work
from a variety of perspectives including modern post modern postcolonial
and queer theory includes two appendices which examine wong s work in
hong kong television and commercials

with 25 essays that embrace a wide spectrum of topics and perspectives
including intertextuality transnationality gender representation repetition
the use of music color and sound depiction of time and space in human
affairs  and  wong  s  highly  original  portrayal  of  violence  a  companion  to
wong kar wai is a singular examination of the prestigious filmmaker known
around the world  for  the innovation beauty and passion he brings to
filmmaking brings together the most cutting edge in depth and interesting
scholarship  on  arguably  the  greatest  living  asian  filmmaker  from  a
multinational  group  of  established  and  rising  film  scholars  and  critics
covers a huge breadth of topics such as the tradition of the jianghu in
wong s films queering wong s films not in terms of gender but through the
artist  s  liminality  the  phenomenological  wong  wong  s  intertextuality
america through wong s  eyes the optics  of  intensities  thresholds and
transfers of energy in wong s cinema and the diasporic presence of some
ladies from shanghai in wong s hong kong examines the political historical
and  sociological  influence  of  wong  and  his  work  and  discusses  his  work
from a variety of perspectives including modern post modern postcolonial
and queer theory includes two appendices which examine wong s work in
hong kong television and commercials

like  his  fellow  filmmakers  stanley  kubrick  quentin  tarantino  and  sofia
coppola  wong  kar  wai  crafts  the  soundtracks  of  his  films  by  jettisoning
original scores in favor of commercial recordings in remixing wong kar wai
giorgio biancorosso examines the combinatorial practice at the heart of
wong  s  cinema  to  retheorize  musical  borrowing  appropriation  and
repurposing wong s irrepressible penchant for poaching music from other
films  whether  old  chinese  melodramas  hollywood  blockbusters  or
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european  art  films  subsumes  familiar  music  under  his  own  brand  of
cinema  as  wong  combs  through  musical  and  cinematic  archives  and
splices disparate music together exceedingly well known music loses its
previous  associations  and  acquires  an  infinite  new  constellation  of
meanings in his films drawing on claude lévi strauss s concept of bricolage
biancorosso  contends  that  wong s  borrowing  is  akin  to  a  practice  of
creative  destruction  in  which  wong becomes a  bricoleur  who remixes
music at hand to create new and complete self sustaining statements by
outlining wong s modus operandi of indiscriminate borrowing and remixing
biancorosso  prompts  readers  to  reconsider  the  significance  of
transforming preexisting music into new compositions for film and beyond

first  monograph  on  the  hong  kong  filmmaker  an  important  figure  in
contemporary  cinema  regarded  as  one  of  the  best  filmmakers  of  his
generation wong kar wai films the flow of contemporary images from the
inside hones them to an almost dizzying point of seductiveness but also
addresses  the  damage  they  do  individuals  are  alone  orphaned  unfit  for
love unable to exert  the slightest influence on reality his films works like
prisms  collecting  the  luminous  reflections  of  cityscapes  and  the  somber
psyches of his characters diffracting them in the brightly colored facets of
a  video  clip  there  remains  what  is  the  true  measure  of  any  great
filmmaker a perfectly articulated vision of the state of the world here and
today directors influenced by wong include quentin tarantino sofia coppola
tsui hark and barry jenkins wong kar wai born 1956 is an award winning
hong  kong  filmmaker  and  producer  notable  films  include  days  of  being
wild chungking express in the mood for love 2046 my blueberry nights and
the grandmaster in may 2018 he was awarded a doctor of arts degree by
harvard university
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